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As  evidence  grows  about  the  population  health  impacts  and

implications  of  climate  change  there  is  a  rapidly  growing  demand

for  place-based  work  to  guide  local  action  to  address  the  health

and  social  impacts  of  climate  change .

C l i m a t e  c h a n g e
r e s i l i e n c e  p l a n n i n g
u p d a t e

Scientif ic  reports  now  suggest  that  to  avert  dangerous  climate

change ,  global  greenhouse  gas  emissions  will  need  to  be  reduced

to  net  zero  over  the  next  30  years  (The  Intergovernmental  Panel

on  Climate  Change ,  2018 ) .  Even  i f  greenhouse  gas  emissions  can

be  drastically  reduced ,  climate  change  impacts  are  inevitable .  

Loddon area Climate Projections

Loddon  Mallee  has  been  getting  warmer  and  drier ,  the  Loddon

Mallee  community  recognises  that  climate  change  is  already

putting  pressure  on  local  water ,  energy  and  food  production .    In

the  future  the  region  can  expect  higher  temperatures ,  more  f ires ,

less  rainfal l  and  more  extreme  weather  events .

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=koPmuEyP3a0
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Vulnerable Populations

Climate  Change  will  affect  all

Victorians ,  but  the  greatest  impacts  will

be  borne  by  people  with  the  least

capacity .  Disadvantaged  communities

have  increased  vulnerabil ity  and  l imited

abil ity  to  adapt  to  the  negative  impacts

of  climate  change .

The  most  vulnerable  groups  in  Loddon

Mallee  are  l ikely  to  include  the  elderly ,

the  chronically  i l l ,  the  socio-

economically  disadvantaged ,  those  with

poor  access  to  essential  services  such  as

good  housing  and  adequate  fresh  water ,

and  those  whose  economic  prosperity

depends  heavily  on  climatic  conditions .

Community  service  organisations  are

themselves  highly  vulnerable  and  not

well  prepared  to  respond  to  climate

change  or  extreme  weather  events .

Many  small  and  medium-sized

organisations  would  r isk  permanent

closure  as  a  result  of  major  damage  to

physical  infrastructure  and  disruptions

to  crit ical  services .  (VCOSS )

Place-based responses to
Climate Change

Efforts  to  reduce  the  impact  of  climate

change  focus  both  on  mitigation  and

adaptation .  Mitigation  seeks  to  reduce

the  level  of  greenhouse  gas  being

emitted ,  while  adaptation  seeks  to

increase  our  abil ity  to  moderate ,  cope

with  and  take  advantage  of  the

consequences .  

Health  and  human  services  play  a  key

role  in  planning  for  adaptation  and

mitigation  at  a  local  level .  Climate

change  is  a  new  priority  in  the  Victorian

Public  Health  and  Wellbeing  Plan  (2019-

23 )  and  also  a  consideration  when

preparing  Municipal  public  health  and

wellbeing  plans .

Health Impacts of Climate Change

Climate  change  affects  health  in  many  ways :  directly  by  the  increased  intensity  and

frequency  of  extreme  weather  events  such  as  prolonged  heatwaves ,  f loods  and  bushfires ;

and  indirectly  through  worsening  air  quality ,  changes  in  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases ,

r isks  to  food  safety  and  drinking  water  quality ,  and  effects  on  mental  health .

Indirect  health  impacts  also  result  from  changes  to  the  determinants  of  health  and  may

be  the  result  of  exacerbation  of  existing  health  vulnerabil it ies  or  inequalit ies .

Increased  r isks  to  human  health  will  increase  the  pressure  on  health  and  human  services .

We  need  to  build  the  capacity  of  these  services  to  respond  to  climate  change  and  i ts

impacts  on  health .

https://vcoss.org.au/policylibrary/2019/08/tacklingclimatechange/
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What else has been happening
locally?

new  infrastructure  provides

opportunity  for  lowering  carbon

footprint  (e .g .  Cobaw )

    

Local  government  climate  change

and  sustainabil ity  action  plans

      

Mount  Alexander  Climate  Change

Forum

Hospital  SOP 's  priorit ise  supporting

environmental  sustainabil ity

Social  Inclusion  and  mental  wellbeing

have  been  a  CVPCP  priority  area  for  a

number  of  years .  Our  communities  are

already  extremely  active  in  leading  local

action  and  beyond .  Our  partnership

actions  include :  

Infrastructure Victoria Submission

Infrastructure  Victoria  called  for

submissions  on  priority  infrastructure

for  regional  Victoria .  Their  init ial  30

year  strategy  was  very  metro- focused

which  is  why  they  were  asking  for  rural

submissions .  

In  2018 ,  CEOs  of  health  and  community

services  were  consulted  across  the

Loddon  Mallee  Region  to  identify

potential  investment  projects  to

enhance  the  health  and  wellbeing  of

their  communities .  There  were  31

participants  in  the  consultation  and  a

number  of  priority  focus  areas  were

identif ied .  

One  of  the  priorit ies  was  adapting

infrastructure  to  mitigate  the  impacts

of  climate  change  by  creating  public

Cool  Community  Spaces  in  rural  towns

for  our  vulnerable  population .  CVPCP

made  a  submission  advocating  to

upgrade  existing  infrastructure  to

create  accessible  Cool  Community

Spaces .  This  submission  has  been

included  in  the  Victoria Draft 30 year
Infrastructure Strategy,  Create
climate adapted faci l it ies for rural
communities  and  the  CVPCP

catchment  have  been  identif ied  as

candidates  for  early  funding .

https://www.infrastructurevictoria.com.au/project/30-year-strategy/


In  March  2021 ,  Central  Vic  PCP  hosted  a  series  of  two  planning  sessions  with  a  diversity  of

Mount  Alexander  stakeholders ,  Using  Group  Model  Building  (techniques  introduced  to

Southern  Grampians  Glenelg  PCP  by  the  Global  Obesity  Centre  at  Deakin  University

(GLOBE ) ) ,  a  systems  map  was  co-designed  looking  at  the  issue  of  how  our  collective

climate  change  actions  can  best  support  the  needs  of  those  more  vulnerable  to  climate

impacts .

As  a  result  of  the  two  workshops  a  draft  strategic  framework  (see  below )  has  been

produced .  Further  work  as  a  collective  will  be  done  over  the  coming  months  to  focus  this

work  into  an  actionable  strategy  for  the  short  to  medium  term .
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Climate Change Workshops 2021

Workshop attendees

Draft Strategic framework to guide local action supporting climate resilience

"These workshops were very worthwhile"

"I was very energized after the workshop"
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